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of Hanover, grandfather of the Prince who married
the Kaiser's daughter in 1913, was indebted to
Duke Ernest of Saxe-Coburg for the loss of the
battle of Langensalza, his alleged treachery being
duly rewarded by Prussia. If you wanted a
decoration, you bought a horse or two of Duke
Ernest and your desire was granted; or you
could purchase a title or a riband of the Duke's
Aulic Counsellor, formerly a waiter at a restaurant.
Duke Ernest embroiled himself with his nephew,
the Duke of Edinburgh (who succeeded him on
the throne), a propos of a ball given by our Duke
at Coburg. The Duchess of Edinburgh, now
Dowager Duchess of Saxe-Coburg, objected to
Duke Ernest inviting two of his " lady friends,**
one of them being his natural daughter, married
to the Master of the Ceremonies of the Ducal
Court, who was formerly a "bagman," or com-
mercial traveller* Duke Ernest's wife was the
Grand Duke of Baden's sister, whom the Duke
compelled to know and receive his mistresses, (me
of whom died at Nice in the Duchess Ernest's
arms. Duke Ernest had for an aide-de-camp an
English gentleman, whose brother is credited by
Vasili with having once said: " I would rather
see my brother degraded to the position of a
simple soldier than promoted to high rank at
Coburg."
During one of his frequent visits to Paris
King Edward, then Prince of Wales, said to Laid
Dupplin, one of his most intimate friends: "I
say, George, I saw my friend Fariai oo tbe boote-
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